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this way; on the contrary, I suspect that their debates,
by greater attention to the practical and technical points
and freedom from party passion, would at an earlier
stage have had a moderating effect upon the Chamber of
Deputies, and thereby have in part prevented the latter's
tendency to excess. The House of Lords never had the
same weight in public opinion, which inclined to see in it
a doublure of the administration, and a parallel form of
expressing the will of the King.

Even in those days I was not inaccessible to such con-
siderations; on the contrary, repeatedly when the King
discussed his plans with me, I urged him strongly, side by
side with a certain number of hereditary members, to make
the greater portion of the House of Lords derive from
electoral corporations, the foundation of which would be
the 12,000 to 13,000 manors, supplemented by property of
equal value, by the magistrates of important towni, and by
those who, though without landed estate, paid the highest
taxes upon a high assessment, and that the non-heredi-
tary portion of the members should be chosen for a fixed
period, and subject to dissolution, just as the Chamber of
Deputies is. The King rejected this suggestion so totally
and contemptuously that I had to relinquish every hope of
his consent to a discussion on the subject.

Upon what was to me the new ground of legislation I
had at that time not that certainty of belief in the wisdom
of my own ideas that would have been desirable in order to
encourage me under the equally new direct relations with
the King, and in consideration of my official position, to
hold with tenacity opinions of my own which differed from
his.

To have felt myself entitled and bound to do that,
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